Using TEEL to write
paragraphs

Topic Sentence

What is the main point of your paragraph?

This sentence should represent your main idea.
When read on their own, the topic sentence of each
paragraph should be able to give the reader a clear
idea of what your essay is about.

Evidence

What is your evidence?

Without evidence you will be simply relying on your
opinion. Evidence could be a quote or reference to a
key scene which reinforce the ides found in your topic
sentence.

Explanation

Why is your point important?

You need to explain your idea further following the
evidence provided so that it is not dismissed by your
reader.

Link

How daes this relate to the actual topic?

To help you stay on track, always relate your
paragraph back to the original topic. You can do this
by using key words or referring back to the
question/statement assigned.

hitp://pscenglish.wikispaces.com/file/view/MWRITING +AN+ESSAY +using-+teel.doc




Hints for English Literature 'A’ level essays

1. Ask yourself, 'What exactly am I being asked?'
Start by working out what the question is asking you. Try and establish several
strands to the question, and try and decide what the 'heart of the matter' is for you.

2. Get the rough idea ...
Develop a rough plan outlining the sections of your essay, and a general idea of how
you wish to conclude.

3. Start with a direct approach ...
Avoid lengthy introductions - try and make at least one main point in your
introduction; don't just waffle around the subject!

4. Take it personally ...

Always always always approach the question from a personal viewpoint - show your
own thoughts, opinions and analysis, not your teacher's or the writer of the
appropriate York Notes! Phrases such as 'T think.., ‘it seems to me .. "This passage
highlighted this issue for me..." are useful here. Remember, you are not expected to
‘know' the answer, simply to be able to explore possibilities based on your excellent
knowledge of the text.

5. Use the present tense ...
Write in the present tense, even when writing about autebiography. This helps your
essay to sound analytfical rather than narrative.

6. Assume your reader is in the know ...

Remember your reader knows the text very well, so doesn't need events 1o be
described. However, they do need your analysis of events, supported by examples
and quotations from the text.

7. Don't memorise and use huge chunks of text ..

Avoid overlong quotations - keep them short and pithy. If you do need to use a quote
which is more than a line long, introduce with a colon, begin on the line below and
indent. Try not to 'list' quotes, and make sure you always discuss them.

8. Get your magnifying glass out!
Take a good look at language and style, as these are the means by which you, the
reader, gain an understanding.

9. And finally ...

Don't just use your conclusion to summarise what you have already said - ry to take
the discussion forward somehow, or save your main point for this purpose.

This resource was found free at www.teachit.co.uk Copyright ©1999 Teachit



Essay Planning

If you've ever written a shopping list and then forgotten to take it
shopping but still remembered to buy everything on your list
you'll know that the process of writing the list is almost as
important as the list itself. It's the same with an essay plan - the
process of writing it will allow you to really consider the
implications of a question and all the points you need to include in
order to answer it in a way that you wouldn't if you just launched
yourself into the essay. A plan should also help you to organise
your ideas. Time spent planning is never time wasted., Planned
essays are more likely to answer the guestion in a concise and

structured way.

There are definite stages to planning an essay which are as
important to follow for coursework essays as for essays written in
exam conditions.

1,
2.
3.
4.

Read the guestion {several times)

Identify the key words in the question and underline them
Explore these key words

Write a plan which addresses these key words and orders
your ideas

5. Start writing your essay and refer regularly to your plan

Essay titles are generally framed in the same kind of way. You
may be asked to discuss, consider or explore a text or a particular
aspect of it. You may be asked what you think about an aspect of
a text or you may be invited to consider the validity of a
particular statement about a text. You could also be asked to
compare and contrast two or more texts.

It is important to make a distinction between the wording of the
title itself and the key words which separate the particular title
from any other. So if a question asked you to, ‘Discuss the
importance of time in The Child in Time’ you could substitute the
word ‘discuss’ for ‘explore’ or ‘consider the importance of or
‘what do you think is important about’ and you are still being
asked to write an essay about essentially the same thing. The
most important word in the question is ‘time’ and you must
consider this in detail before you start writing your response.

Copyright ® 2001 www.teachit.co.uk planessa.doc Page 1 of2



Essay Planning

Once you have identified and underlined the key words in the title
you should spend time exploring them. You could do this as a
brainstorm where you simply jot down anything that comes into
your head in relation to the key words or you could use a ‘mind
map’ which should help you to organise your ideas as they come
to you, You can see the beginnings of both approaches below,

Time (brainstorm) Time {mind map)

The past
History

Memory \ f
The past
Linear/ non-linear E

Going back in time The past

Patterns and sequencing
The science of time
Existence outside time
Trapped by time (birth, death) Time as a redemptive
Units of time {weeks, months, years) force

Time standing still
Time as a redemptive force i

Healing

Each of the approaches above has its merits or you may have or
wish to develop your own way of exploring key words. What is
important is that during the planning process you allow yourself
the time to really think about the key words in the question and
that you also spend time ordering your ideas into clear
arguments.

At school you may have been taught to do a spider diagram to
plan your answer, This is fine as a way of getting your ideas onto
paper but it can then be tempting to start at the top of the
diagram and work your way around the ideas in a clockwise
fashion. This means ideas are often not linked or effectively
structured and can be repeated. So, if you begin your plan with a
spider diagram or brainstorm you must then spend time grdering
the ideas you have come up with into groups. You could do this
by colour coding them, drawing shapes arcund them or re-writing
them into separate lists.

Copyright @ 2001 www.teachit.co.uk planessa.doc Page2of 2
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. Underline the purpose, audience and form (PAF) in the question. Write these at the top of

your page to keep you focused.

. Jot down general success criteria for writing at the top of your page.

e.g
¢ vocabulary (adventurous, for effect)

s spelling (accurate, complex words)

& punctuation {use a range e.g. :;“ "1

@ sentence structure (use for effect and to suit purpose. Try a variety of sentence openings
— don't always start sentences with a subject e.g. I')

» paragraphs (different lengths including one word paragraphs if appropriate, cohesion
devices, topic sentences if appropriate.)

Write a list of the specific success criteria relevant to the purpose of your writing.

e.g. writing to argue and persuade:

@ repetition

& exaggeration/hyperbole

¢ facts and statistics to back up a point (can be made up)

@ emotive language

@ opinion as fact

@ pronouns — we, you — to make the reader feel involved/address the reader

@ rhetorical questions

@ rule of three

o alliteration

@ mock the opposing argument.

Create a rough paragraph plan at the top of your page, outlining (in brief} the content of
each paragraph. If you prefer, jot down all your ideas for topics of paragraphs in a brainstorm

then number them afterwards: you are aiming for four or five different pointsfarguments. It
may be useful to include a brief note of the points/ideas you will include in each paragraph.

Choose a cohesion device(s) e.g. rhetorical question or firstly, secondly ... which is going to
link your paragraphs together and/or be the link inside paragraphs and write it at the top of
your page also.

Plan an attention grabbing opening and a thrilling ending (e.g. cliff-hanger, thinking
point), perhaps even write these out first at the top of your page.

© 2009 www.teachit.co.uk 12491 Page | of |



Effective introductions

When you write an essay, which do you find easier to write:

a) the introduction and conclusion
b) the main body of the essay?

Why do you think this is?

The role of the introduction:

The introduction and the conclusion of a piece of writing can be the hardest parts to
write. Most of the time, when an author starts writing something, they already have an
idea of the points or arguments they will be using. This explains why the body is usually
easier to write. Unfortunately, a piece of writing with a well written and well justified
body is still incomplete without an introduction. This is because the introduction plays
the role of a bridge, engaging the reader and transporting them from their reality, into
the writer’s reality.

Why is it important to write a good introduction?

» The introduction is your first contact with the reader. It is your chance to make a
good first impression. If the introduction is disorganised and badly written, your
audience will probably not put much credence in your ideas.

o The introduction is a guide for the rest of your composition. It prepares the reader
for what you will be discussing.

» |deally, your introduction should inspire the reader to continue reading. Since the
introduction is the first thing the reader encounters, you should make it interesting
so that they will want to continue. If your introduction is boring, there is a good
chance the reader may choose not to read your work.

Decide whether the following statements are true or false:

1. You should write the introduction first.
You should write the conclusion last,
A good way to start the introduction is: In this composition, | will be discussing ...

bl

In your introduction, you should not reveal what your main idea and key arguments
are.

You can start your introduction with a question.
You can even start with a strange example or anecdote,
You should never start your introduction by quoting someone else.

N oW

When writing about a major issue, it is a good idea to start by saying that the issue
has been important since the dawn of mankind.

9. Don’t be too direct in your introduction. It is more impressive to use complex ideas
and long sentences.

© www.teachit.co.uk 2009 12666 Page | of 4




Effective introductions

How do you write a good introduction?

]

Many people have the misconception that the first thing that they should write is the
introduction. This is not true. Often, writers change things during the writing
process, therefore their introduction may no longer accurately describe what their
composition is about. Writing your introduction last ensures that it contains all the
necessary and correct information. (N.B. This can be tricky to do in an exam unless
you leave yourself plenty of space but is ideal when working on a computer.)

An introduction should always begin in a way that attracts the audience’s attention.
Here are some ways you can do that:

v" use an intriguing example

v include an interesting quote
v" tell an anecdote

v ask a question.

Your introduction should give the audience certain important information, such as
your thesis statement and a brief summary of your arguments.

The thesis statement

The thesis statement is the central idea of the piece of writing. The thesis
statement is usually made in one complete sentence in the introduction. It should be
expressed in a clear and unambiguous manner.

Your introduction should be direct and engaging. A sentence like: Wayne Gretzky is
known to be the best hockey player in the history of the sport is much more
engaging than: In this composition, | will be discussing why { think Wayne Gretzky is
the best hockey player in the history of the sport. Both sentences introduce the
topic, but the first one is more challenging and therefore catches the reader’s
attention better.

How do you avoid writing a bad introduction?

Don’t begin your introduction with a declaration about how your topic has been
important since the dawn of mankind. This is an overused saying - in other words it
is a cliché. It is important to avoid using clichés.

Don’t begin your introduction by saying: In this composition, essay, etc. | will be
discussing ... This is an unoriginal and boring way to start a piece of writing.

Don’t write long sentences that lack any pertinent information just to make your
introduction longer.

® www.teachit.co.uk 2009 12666 Page 2 of 4



Effective introductions

Read the following introductions. For each, identify the thesis statement and decide
why the introduction is weak. Rewrite the introductions using the tips given on the
preceding pages.

1. In this argumentative essay, | will share my thoughts on the war in frag. | think the
Iraq war is necessary for many reasons, such as: we must protect ourselves from
nuclear bombs, we must protect ourselves from terrorists, and we must bring
freedom to the citizens of Iraq.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Since the dawn of mankind, there have been disputes and wars over religion. It is for
this reason that | do not think religion has a place in the school system, in the
government or in the judicial system of Canada.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. The Ministry of Education wants to have more control over the kinds of foods
available in schools. They do not want the students to have access to foods and
drinks that contain too much sugar or fat. They only want schools to offer foods that
contain vitamins. They want their students to be in better health. Many people are
opposed to this.

© www.teachit.co.uk 2009 12666 Page 3 of 4



To quote
ornotto
quote...

How to Use Quotations Effectively

Whatisa ©  Quoting simply means repeating what someone else has said or written. When a character
Qu’(}gﬁf;dﬁ{?_ - says something in a play or novel s/he is speaking but when you repeat what the character
RS says in your writing or in oral work you are guoting the character. When you do this you
- must use quotation marks (also known as speech marks or inverted commas) to show that
- itis not your work.

“'Why usé - Imagine you are a lawyer and your essay is your way of convincing a jury (your teacher or
~quotations?  examiner) of your argument. A lawyer might be interesting, persuasive and thought
Lotmincesno provoking but without evidence a jury is never going to be sure that what the lawyer is
w0 saying is true. Quotes and examples work like evidence in a court case — they convince
- your audience that what you’re writing is accurate.

Quotations, then, are used to support your own ideas, they should not take the place of
your ideas nor should they be used to tell the story. Quotes are a useful way of exploring
how theme, character and language are used in a play or novel or a particular part of it.

-+ You should usually provide some kind of context for the quote and comment on what is
“ . interesting about it.

:._ ﬁoﬁw gi:isgj' Below are extracts from three students’ essays. Each student is using the same quote from
'qﬂof;‘}tg@ng .t the play, Death of a Salesman, by Arthur Miller in an essay about the main character,
Lo Willy, Read the extracts and think about which is the most suceessful and why.

1. We realize early on in the play that Willy is tired, ‘You can't eat the orange and throw
the peel away ~ a man is not a piece of fi-uit!’

oo 8. Willy tries to present himself as a successful salesman but is eventually reduced to
pleading with his boss to be allowed to keep his job, ‘You can't eat the orange and
throw the peel away — a man is not a piece of fruit!".

‘8. The contrast between how Willy imagines himself to be as a successful salesman and

' the harsh reality of his life of debt and disappointment becomes increasingly clear to
us as we watch Death of a Salesman. In Act Two, when Willy has been sacked from a
Job which was bringing him neither money nor happiness, Willy pleads with his boss
telling him, 'You can’t eat the orange and throw the peel away — a man is not a piece
of fruit!’. Willy is comparing himself to a piece of fiuit because he has finally realized
he is expendable. Through the way Willy is sucked dry by the company for whom he
works the play illustrates the way in which, in a capitalist system, human beings are
discarded when they are no longer financially useful. This is Willy’s tragedy.

In the first extract the student hasn’t used the quotation to support a point. She has
chosen an interesting quote but hasn’t said anything about it at all. The quote has just
been tacked on to the end of her sentence.

The quotation in the second extract has been used more effectively. If supports the
point the student is making, the student makes some attempt to integrate the quote into
his sentence and gives us a sense of why this quote is important in the play.

Bingo! The third student has integrated the quote into her sentence, provided some
context for it, used it to support her point and commented on what interested her about
the quote in relation to language, theme and character. She has used the quote to help
her construct a powerful argument.

This free resource is available at www.teachit.co.uk Copyright @ 2000 Teachit
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Key Essay Words

Analyse: - break up into parts
- examing methodically and in detail

Compare: - look for similarities and differences, but with the emphasis on similarities
Contrast; - highlight the differences between
Define: - give the meaning of

- describe the subject matter or nature of
Describe; - give a detailed account of: including characteristics, qualities or events

Differentiate: simitar - show the differences between
Distinguish: ™9 - recognise or indicate the distinctive features, aftributes, or traits

Discuss: - give reasons for and against
- also examine the implications
- investigate, sift and debate

Elaborate: - explain in minute detail
. - give account of
- work out in detalil

Enumerate: - give the main features or general principles of a subject
- mention them one by one

Evaluate: smiar - give your opinion or judgement
Criticise: ™™ - back your opinion or judgement by evidence or reasoning
Examine: - inspect in detail

- investigate thoroughly
Explain: - make clear by describing in more detail

- reveal the relevant facts or ideas of the subject
Explore: - examine thoroughly and discuss in detall

- consider a variety of viewpoints
llustrate: simiar - show the meaning of
Interpret: ™ - make clear by using examples, charts, drawings etc
Justify: - show adequate grounds for decisions or conclusions

- prove right the main objections likely to be made

Narrative: - a written account of connected events

Outline: similar - give a general plan showing the essential features but not the minor details
List: meaning - show a number of connected items

Prove: - - demonstrate to be true by evidence or argument

Relate: - give an account of a sequence of events and how they affect each other
State: - specify and present in a brief, clear form of writing

Summarise: simitar - give a brief statement of the main points of something

Review: meaning - omit minor details and examples

Substantiate: - provide evidence to support or prove the fruth

Trace: - follow the development or history of a topic from some point of origin

available free from www. pocketbasics.com
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Fast four steps to text response

1 Attack topic Need to know
You must identify all parts of the topic. Read the topic carefully and Fast four steps to

underline or circle the key words. [dentify the themes and issues text response
from the set text in the topic and the ones that are missing. You need
to form your point of view/perspective; that is, whether you agree/
disagree (in part or in whole) with the topic. You may also need to
define difficult words (always have a dictionary with you) or explain
quoted words. See the example below.

1 Attack topic

2 Plan

3 Write

4 Review and edit

*Step 5is to present your oral
or multimodal text response,
See chapter 10 for more advice.

Vineent — _'704 child”

Crosses road whewn can't see

Discriminatory 50 ciety Erases name ﬁ'am /aa/e

. : Conrageous, persistent
yeSSIVE YE {E ] ﬂ ’/U ’
Opp J dedicated] committed lrene rebels

D“ﬂ’ Resurrection scene
Sterile s o
‘Not too distant future \ g '
‘Gattaca demonstrates that individual D
success can only be achieved by f e
- ity Discuss. Nolsmessage e
non Gonforml y * Mantai 7HZﬁ¥:E5 Hrat . ﬁ;\gg
make  you um'?ug x
* Persist; heats »
sz/tfz)»g, colouy, sets éeaf.:u;:;}ii;:izép/Mf o ' ;
M/z'ffrfe .5/10#.? (WS), restrigted wa/b'nj *Jevorme ackieves jupey peace
action — fike robols, similar costumies « Ivene achisves fpve

Robot-like existence * Vincent achieves fis dyeayy

Anton valid’ = bite,
Un/za/u{wh.es‘s, lack of; /‘Qz/ﬁ'/mmf
Jerome vebels, Duovdeneo by
perfection’
rene vebels

2 Plan )
T o _ Warning/
Planning is an important part of essay writing. It's a good idea to allow “L

10 per cent of the total time for a plan. In your plan you should list Too much time spent on plarmin/
points and any evidence supporting these, in order, and follow the " @ timed SAC or exam means g
traditional structure of introduction, body and conclusion. See the ; less actual writing time. In the
No-fail essay structure on p. 30. | Year 12 end-of-year exam

€xaminers do not correct plans.



3 Write

When you write a formal analytical essay aim for five to seven paragraphs (800 words
approx.) and to fit all your points from your plan into the No-fail essay structure.

As you write, keep the topic in mind so that you stay focused and don't forget to
follow Introduction hints and use Link words and phrases to join points and paragraphs.
Always include everything when you write as you will revise and edit your essay later,

If you are writing an oral presentation you will need to adapt the No-fail essay

structure to suit the form chosen; for example, using 'signposts’” and ‘visuals’. See chapter
10 for more advice. '

No-fail essay structure

Explain your viewpoint/perspective
* Define terms (only if necessary)

* Briefly mention key points related to theme
s Mention form, genre, creator's name, title

® Separate paragraph for each key point
* Each paragraph should follow the TEE design (below)
* Link paragraphs

* Restate your viewpoint/perspective clearly
* Summarise main supporting points
No new points

Introduction hints
| agree with the above topic statement' is not a good way to start.

[
e Don't use pre-written introguctions. (Teachers have read every one of them afready!)

e Don't explain what the text is about.

e State your perspective on the text and topic.

e Mention key points.

e Mention the title, creator and themes.

e Use different sentence beginnings and two different verbs.

TEE design

T = topic sentence
E = explanation
+. E = evidence from text

Ll”k words and phrases

Furthermore... -

» it could be argued...
. Inonesense... . .
. On closer examination... . -

" From a:di_fferer_lt perspective...
i a'n'o_thér_s_en_s_c...'_-'- R

L] 1 s e e v e . L.



4 Review and edit

You need to review and edit your text response carefully to make sure that it is on the topic,
is logical and uses formal language and that you have quoted examples correctly. Use the
following Text response checklist and PETs (practical editing tips, p. 146) to help you. Check

that you have quoted examples correctly by reading the Quote correctly advice below.

Text response checklist

@ Perspective on text promptis in introduction

@ Author's name, Text title anc form are in introduction
@ Key points related 10 themesfissues are in introduction
@ Key words from prompt are used in response

@ Formal structure [intro—body—conclusion] is used

@ Paragraphs contain topic sentence, explanation and
evidence from text

@ Paragraphs are linked

@ Al points relate 10 themesfissues, viewsfvalues, character,
plot, setting and style of text

© Quotes from text support points
@ Language refated 1o text form is used

@ i think, 1 feel and 'ln my opinion' are not used
unless it is an oral presentation

@ rormal, sophisticated language is used

OO oooo oo ooood

@® Response is edited cavefully.

Quote correctly

Quoting evidence from a set text is important when you write a .
formal text essay because it demonstrates your close knowledge of the M
text. Follow these tips:

Don’t quote page numbers.

Avoid quoting big chunks of text.

Use quotation marks to show where the quote begins and finishes.
& Weave gquotes of one to four words into your sentences.

Example: Andrew Niccol’s film Gattaca is set into the ‘not too
distant future’.

When handwriting an essay the
title of the text should be quoted
or underlined (not both),
If the title of the text
is the same as a character's
name make sure you
consistently differentiate
between the two.
Example: 'Macbeth'
(play), Macbeth (character)

Always make sure your quotes support points mentioned.

If quoting more than one line from a poem or dramatic text you
need to use a slash (forward slanting stroke) to show the end of a
line. Example: ‘O, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wifel/Thou
know’st that Banquo, and his Fleance, lives.’

Chapter 2




Important note

Al texts  discussed in
Section Two are on the
2000 English text list. In
subsequent years some of
these texts may change.
Visit the Macmillan Website
for updates on the set texts

after the year zo00.

Go %o 'Macmillan Educa-
tion Australia’, then ‘Text
updates & support’ and

then 'Examining English’.

ANALYSING AN ESSAY TOPRPIC

62

wisdom.”

'

An extended written interpretation of one selected text in analytic/

The course guidelines specify for both Units 3 and 4:

expository mode,
Study Design

What is the analytic/expository mode? It is a response to a text that involves
either answering a specific question on that text or dealing with the themes
and issues in the text without a specific prompt or question. It takes the topic
or text apart and breaks it up into the various issues that have to be discussed
and commented upon. A practical example of this follows (see page 66).

This is the traditional challenge that faces all senior students: how to write
an essay on a book. It sounds difficult — a lengthy essay on a topic you've never
heard of discussing a text you may find confusing. Worst of all, for some
students, is the realisation that there are no right answers. Normally, there isn’t
any one way to ‘read’ a text. Complex texts don’t work by simple formulas.
It’s all up for discussion. It’s all a matter of ‘interpretation’, of opinion.

The good news is that it’s not particularly mysterious. No two essays are
exactly the same, but the overall procedure remains comfortingly repetitive.

Of course, you have to know the text well in the first place. Certainly you
have to structure the essay in a particular way, but the rules for that are easily
learnt (see page 66). And as for all those themes and varying interpretations,
don’t worry. Just stick to the topic, refer constantly to the novel, play or film
under discussion to back up whatever you're saying, and you can’t go wrong.

There’s no way all the possible interpretations of all the set texts can be
discussed here, though pages 70-89 offer brief overviews (and sample
questions) on a range of the most popular 2000 texts. What is offered ate
samples of the end product of all that work. Look at the following topics and
how they could be transformed into successful essays.

It’s really quite casy. Look at the following topic.

‘Montana 1948 is about the loss of innocence and the painful getting of

Discuss.




Analytic/expository essay on a text

Now even if you haven’t read the novel Montana 1948, it will be obvious
what an essay on this topic would have to discuss. The key ideas built into the
topic are:

> ‘loss of innocence’
* ‘the getting of wisdom’.

This is a typical theme-based question (that is one which tests whether you
understood the central themes of the work). Other topics might choose to
deal with a central character, but they will always state whatever it is they
want you to discuss. What would an essay on the topic above need to deal
with? Clearly it would become a discussion of the character who loses his
innocence and gains some sort of wisdom (the narrator, David), as well as the
nature of that ‘innocence’ and that ‘wisdom’. You would need to think
through questions such as:

*  What was David innocent about? What did he believe in his innocence?

* What did he learn that changed him? How did it affect his view of the world?

° Did other characters lose their innocence too?

* Does this theme apply to the wider world or the author’s vision?

e Whar ‘wisdom’ did David pick up? Was it all good or bad or a mixture of
both?

* Did the transformation damage him or did he survive intact?

What about this topic?

‘It is Pip’s insecurity and arrogance which drive him, until suffering cures
him of his illusions.’

Is this how you see Grear Expectations?

It doesnt matter whether you've read the novel or not. What would an
essay on this topic entail? You would have to deal with these sorts of issues:

¢ Why is Pip insecure?

* Is he arrogant? How does this show itself? What does it cause him to
do wrong?

* How do these qualities ‘drive’ him? To what is he driven?

* What causes him to suffer? Is this suffering useful? How?

¢ What illusions does he have?

* Does he abandon them? How? Why?

*  Whar replaces them? Cynicism or belief?

* What is the point of all this transformation?

You see, any topic can be pulled apart. To analyse the topic is actually quite
easy, even without having read the book!

The wonderful thing about a text essay is that the topic is not really going to
be a mystery at all. It musr identify certain key themes or characters or problem
issues for you to discuss (as in the above samples), and since these will already be
well known to you (from your class study and private work on the text), there’s
nothing to fear. The trick is simply to work out what you are being expected to
discuss, and then write about it in a coherent fashion.




Developing a text essay

The English course requires you to analyse and interpret the texts you read and discuss in class. This
requires you to be able to write sustained, well-planned and expressively written essays. The trap

that some students may fall into is merely to recount the narrative without any analysis of the issues
demanded by the topic, in effect, they retell the story. The key thing to do is to answer the question, to be
clearly responding to the prompt or exam question.

This section takes you through some approaches to developing a contention, and to planning and
writing an effective text essay.

The most effective way to begin an essay is to develop a contention from the topic; this ensures that
your answer will be relevant and appropriate to the topic. This might be helped by building a concept map
brainstorming the kinds of connections and ideas you want to develop.

The diagram on the facing page shows the beginnings of a concept map based around the Part 1
question on 1984 from the 2007 English Exam Sample released by VCAA in April 2006. The question was:
‘Fear destroys Winston's spirit’. A concept map is a good way to explore the ramifications and dimensions
of the question, to look for strands that might be useful to explore and to make sure that you don’t rush
into your first response.

The advantage in mind-mapping a topic, or visually brainstorming it, is that it allows you to list as
many things as possible, and then iater draw connections and links between them, creating sequences,
cause and effect associations or contrasts. Some students do this in their heads. Other, more visual
learners, prefer to use pen and paper or a software program.

Whichever way you work, the first thing to do is to explore the topic and its ramifications. Underline
the key words, search definitions for words you're unsure about and consider if any of the words in the
topic might need defining. In the brief Orwell topic here, ‘Fear destroys Winston's spirit’ the words ‘fear’
and ‘spirit’ are clearly central, but it's the word ‘spirit’ that is possibly ambiguous and in need of further
defining. The essay is clearly to be focused around the character Winston and the essay will need to come
to a position, but it will need to be clear too about just what the writer means in the essay by ‘spirit’.

Once you've thought carefully about the topic and its dimensions it's time to form a contention,
hypothesis or, more simply, an answer. This contention is the real basis for your essay; it's your main
idea, which should be clearly communicated in the introduction with reasons given. In its most simple
form the contention might be a rephrasing of the question; ‘It is fear that destroys Winston's spirit’ or an
elaboration of it, ‘It is not merely fear that destroys Winston's spirit’. Even more elaborate contentions
need to be clearly on topic, using the key words from the question even if you're expressing disagreement
with the question.

Your contention is the key thing you are trying to prove in your essay.You should list the three to
five major arguments you have that support your contention and then develop the essay with each of
these major arguments being discussed in a paragraph of its own. Each body paragraph should discuss
in some detail, including quotes and examples, one of the key arguments in favour of your contention.
These paragraphs should be linked to ensure that the argument develops as it goes; many writers like to
leave their most powerful arguments until near the end of the essay, others will use an early paragraph
to dismiss counterarguments, almost in debating style. The essay then concludes by reiterating your
contention, showing the reader just how effectively you've proved your central point through the carefully
planned and carefully expressed piece of writing. The following pages illustrate some of these concepts in
diagram form.

14 Area of Study 1 - Reading and responding
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tructuring your essay

--I-‘.o.lc.i.'.'.lnIni.‘....i.i.l.t-l-loocococ.lnt---lc..oc.lll.l.lc-Inuoo..i.c.'.!n--...

The introduction should state your main idea, contention or
answer in an interesting way, answering the question as well as
providing an indication of where the essay will develop from here,
listing the main arguments that are to follow in the order that you
intend making them.

)
-l.D.'.I.I...‘t.l-lIl.l.III..'..‘l-l....Ql'.'..‘.IIIl-...'l'.l..-IIl.‘l.l.lll..l..-ll..'

-u..oo-c-cocoa------.oooc--ol-n------o.c-n-n.n------oooocon.n--.-----.--cco.coc-n-----.._

This is the first major argument in support of your answer

or contention, including evidence in the form of guotes and
examples from the text to support your arguments. Make sure
that the paragraph uses the key words and concepts from the
essay gquestion and that the topic sentence or main idea of this
paragraph is clearly supporting your contention.

o-o.o-.ococ.------;-n--aococo----..ooo-.louoc-----u-uc.--a-cc------.cocc--n--.------o._

This is the second major argument in support of your contention,
as above,

.
q-------u-no---cocoto.-----n---o--co..-----.-o-.-coooa-----.oo-o-ou-n----u;o-co--n-n-o'

--.-----cloooo.------oq-c--o-o------o.---uc.o-------q.ooccuo------------oo.-ooo.----u.o._

This is the third major argument in support of your contention, as
above.

.
uo-.------..-c-cclonoo-----.c-c--c-o---m---..c-c-n-n--o----o.-c----o------------coco.n-'

.n..-----‘..c.lll-l.l-..--la.iolnl.l..---‘o.c.cocolntn--l....t.c.'.l..---.-.n.cnn....ol-q..

This is the fourth major argument in support of your contention, as
above. Most essays will generally have three to five paragraphs in
the main body of the essay.

.
-
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o.n----a-..n.n-n-l---o----ooc---lnl----u-ooc---oococ-----.-nco--cou-o----.-n---c-n.---o...
.
.

The conclusion should draw together your arguments in an
interesting way, reiterating your arguments and referring again to
the question and demonstrating just how you have answered it.

.
*
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Senior English Workbook

How to write an analytical essay

{  Brainstorm and note down any ideas that occur to you about the topic. What are the
key words? Write your ideas in a ‘web’, fanning out from the centre of the page.

Z  Plan the structure of the essay. Which points belong together? How can you link your
ideas? The structure of your essay might be:

Introduction
© identify the text you are writing about
o define the key words if necessary

©@  state your contention

Body of essay

©  one paragraph for each main point
©  constantly refer to the topic

© make sure paragraphs connect
c

use quotes and examples to back up the points you make

Conclusion

sum up the main ideas

o

restate your contention in different words

o

end strongly.

L

Write the essay, paying careful attention to the logical flow of paragraphs, making sure
that you cover only one point in each paragraph, and constantly referring to the key
words of the topic.

4

Proofread your work.

Evaluate your essay using the following checklist. You will find a template on the CD
called Analytical essay checklist.

Does the essay answer the question?

Have you explained yourself in enough detail?
Did you give enough examples and quotes?
FHave you avoided unnecessary repetition?

Is your essay in paragraphs?

Do the paragraphs flow in logical order?

Does the introduction contain your contention?
Does the conclusion sum up your view?

Are your spelling, grammar and punctuation correct?

e 6 e o & ¢ & 9 o &

Have you expressed all your ideas correctly?




Question Selected

Essay Writing Guide

infroduction:
Rephrase question

Contention

Arguments with evidence
1. Argument

Evidence

Argument

Evidence

Argument

Evidence

Linking senfence




Paragraph One

Topic Sentence

Main argument/justification

Evidence

Link to the question

Paragraph Two

Topic Sentence

Main argument/justification

Evidence

Link to the question

Paragraph Three

Topic Senience

Main argument/justification

Evidence




Link to the question

Conclusion
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